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ARGENTINA. 3 Apr.—Dr Quijano, the Vice-President, died afte, 
long illness. 

6 Apr.—Antarctica. The Ministry of Marine announced that ap 
Argentine naval base had been established in Hope Bay in the ‘Arg 
tine Antarctic sector’ (the area where British sovereignty was bei 


disputed by Argentina). 


AUSTRIA. 13 Apr.—lIt was learned that the International Bank h; 
made available to Austria $6 m. for the purchase of cotton in the Unite 
States. 


BELGIUM. 14 Apr.—Benelux. It was learned that, in replying to 
Netherlands Note of 18 February on the need for free circulation ; 
people, goods, services, and capital within the Benelux countries, th 
Government had stated that in its view various questions should } 
settled first. On foreign trade, it accepted the principle of joint agres 
ments with other countries but rejected the pooling of the earnings « 
foreign trade so long as various currencies remained unconvertible. Th 
Note stated further that Benelux partners should establish a simi 
regime for imports, especially from the dollar area, as normal competi 
tion within the area might be affected if raw materials were introduce 
in different conditions. The general trends of economic and financi 
policies and labour conditions should also be similar. The Note pointes 
out various instances of where this had not been the case since the w 
and proposed an early meeting of the Benelux Ministers, 


BOLIVIA. 9 Apr.—A nationalist revolution, under the leadership 0 
Gen. Saleme, Gen. Torres Ortiz, and Senor Hernando Siles, broke o 
in La Paz, supported by part of the army and police and by the leadin 
opposition party—the Revolutionary Nationalist Movement—whos 
leader, Dr Estensoro, was in exile in Brazil. The revolt quickly spread 
to the leading provincial towns. 

11 Apr.—After three days of severe fighting during which man 
buildings in La Paz were destroyed and casualties were estimated at 20 
dead and 80ce wounded, the rebels overcame Government resistance ang 
a truce was signed about seventy miles from La Paz. 

12 Apr.—A new Government assumed office under Senor Siles wh 
was styled ‘constitutional vice-president’. It announced that one of tt 
first acts would be to nationalize the tin mines. It included Senor Arc 
as Foreign Minister and Gen. Calleja as Minister of Defence and of th 
Interior. 

16 Apr.—Dr Estensoro, who arrived back in Bolivia on 15 Apri 
was declared President. 


BURMA. 9 Apr.—British refusal to postpone debt payment (see (red 
Britain). 

According to a report in the Nation, small probing attacks had beet 
made by Kuomintang troops in the preceding week across the Yunnat 
border, and in one engagement with Chinese Communist troops abou 
fifty casualties had been suffered by the two sides. 
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: ADA. 7 Apr.—Budget. Mr Abbott, Finance Minister, presented 
ied atte » Parliament the annual Budget White Paper which estimated a 
urplus for 1951-2 of $355-7 m. According to preliminary figures, 
venue amounted to $4,003 m. (a record and about 28 per cent more 
han in 1950-1) and expenditure to $3,647 m. Mr Abbott said the 
prospects for 1952 were of continued high levels of employment and 
rade without any renewal of overt inflation. 

9 Apr.—Budget. Mr Abbott introduced The Federal Budget in the 
ommons. Revenue was estimated at $4,279 m. and expenditure at 
$4,270 m. of which $2,000 m. was for defence, nearly $1,000 m. for 
social security and pensions, about $650 m. for interest on debt and 
payments to the provinces, and about $650 m. for general administra- 
tion and other items. Mr Abbott said he proposed no tax increases and 
some reductions: the 20 per cent defence surtax would be deleted from 


should balm personal income tax and most of its weight incorporated in a new 
int agrees schedule involving an average tax reduction of about 6 per cent. He 
imnings ffm made it clear that the tax reductions would not be enough, for most tax- 


payers, to offset the old age security tax introduced the preceding 
‘autumn which would become effective on 1 July when the new schedule 
would also come intu force. Other changes included reductions in 
excise duties, tobacco duty and corporation tax, and increases in the 
tax-free allowances for personal medical expenditure. 

14 Apr.—U.S.—Canadian conference on St Lawrence Seaway (see 
United States). 


CENTRAL AFRICA. 4 Apr.—Southern Rhodesia: Central African 
‘rship OM Federation. Speaking at the inaugural meeting of the United Central 
Toke OM African Association, of which he was president, Sir Godfrey Huggins, 
> leading Prime Minister, said the Association was starting a campaign to pro- 
—Whos@li mote federation on terms fair and just to all three countries and to all 
y Sprea@a races. He emphasized the dangers of creating rabid African nationalism 
which he said could only lead to bloodshed, and declared that the 
h mani association would have the duty of combating the harm done by 
d at 2008888 extremists. He maintained that the need for federation was immediate 
ince an@@m because the situation was dynamic, not static, and the economic 
| situation in the three countries in a state of flux. 
les whl 8 Apr.—Northern Rhodesia. The Government published as a basis 
re of ‘He local discussion a draft statement outlining a policy of partnership 
ef “Gm Which would ensure that Africans were helped forward along the path 
d of th@l of economic, social, and political progress and which would impose on 
both Europeans and Africans the obligation to recognize the rights of 


; Apri the other to a permanent home in the country. The draft proposed 
greater African representation in the next Legislative Council and 
5 died eventual parity in both Councils when the Africans should be consid- 


red fit for this. It promised more facilities for training Africans for 
d been “SPonsible work and expanded facilities for both secondary education 
hee and vocational training. It declared that the repeal of all differential 
legislation would not be in the best interests of Africans at the present 
state of development. 
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA. 8 Apr.—U.S.S.R. Dr Gregor, Minister of 
For.ign Trade, announced on returning from Russia that the 1952 
Soviet-Czech trade agreement provided for an increase in turnover of 
25 per cent over that of 1951. 


EGYPT. 5 Apr.—Great Britain. The British Ambassador informed the 
Foreign Minister of his Government’s decision to release forthwith ap 
additional £10 m. of Egypt’s sterling balances. (The agreement of 1951 
provided, inter alia, for an annual release of £10 m. up to 1960 but 
without obligation to make the payment in any particular month.) 

The last British security posts in Ismailia were withdrawn. 

The Prime Minister, Hilaly Pasha, discussed the progress of the 
Anglo-Egyptian negotiations with Hasuna Pasha, Foreign Minister, 
and Amr Pasha, Egyptian Ambassador to Britain. He later held a 
second conference attended by Egyptian advisers on Sudan affairs. One 
of the advisers stated after that a serious view was taken of develop- 
ments in the Sudan: it was maintained that the draft constitution sub- 
mitted to the Sudan Parliament had no legal basis, that it had been 
framed without reference to Egypt, and was against the wishes of the 
majority of the Sudanese. 

7 Apr.—The British Ambassador had an interview with the Prime 
Minister and two interviews with the Foreign Minister. 

Poland. The Foreign Ministry announced that the Polish Minister 
had been recalled to Warsaw following Egyptian representations that 
his presence in Cairo was ‘undesirable’. 

8 Apr.—Saudi Arabia. The Saudi Arabian Foreign Minister, Emir 
Faisal, arrived in Cario en route for Italy. 

12 Apr.—Elections. The Government announced the indefinite 
postponement of the elections pending electoral reforms. 

14 Apr.—Poland. The Polish Minister, who refused to return to 
Poland (see 7 April), left for Mexico as a political exile. 

15 Apr.—Great Britain. Amr Pasha, Ambassador to Britain, left by 
air for London on a mission from the Prime Minister to Mr Eden, 
British Foreign Secretary. 

Wafd Party. The Wafd Party issued a statement accusing the 
Government of ‘carrying out a policy planned by the British’ and of 
‘suppressing the country’s constitutional life as well as the constitution 
itself’? by postponing the elections indefinitely. 

16 Apr.—Arrival of Amr Pasha in London (see Great Britain). 

Wafd Party. It was learned that, at a meeting of 300 young members 
of the party, support had been expressed for the Prime Ministers 
policy and reforms demanded in the internal structure of the party. 
The chairman of the meeting was Mohammed Koraa Bey, who was 
expelled from the Wafd on 14 April. 


EUROPEAN DEFENCE COMMUNITY. 15 Apr.—British statement 
on a British guarantee to the E.D.C. (see Great Britain). 

The six Governments issued a statement announcing that as a result 
of an exchange of views with the British Government a treaty would be 
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drawn up providing for reciprocal undertakings by the United Kingdom 
and the six member States. After outlining the proposed provisions of the 
treaty (see Great Britain), the statement pointed out that the under- 
takings were in fact of the same nature as those given by member states 
to one another within the framework of the Community. 


FINLAND. 9 Apr.—U.S.S.R. An official of the Reparations Board 
said that the Soviet Union had cancelled the $347,775 fine owed by 
Finland for late deliveries in 1951 (fines of 5 per cent per month being 
payable on all late deliveries). 


FRANCE. 3 Apr.—Finance Bill. The Assembly passed by 351 votes 
to 212, with minor amendments, the clause of the Bill enabling the 
Government to impose by decree cuts in expenditure amounting to 
110,000 m. francs. 

4 Apr.—Tunisia. The Government published the texts of a telegram 
sent by the Bey to President Auriol on 28 March and of the President’s 
reply. The Bey complained of the threatening tone used by M. de 
Hautecloque in his audience that day, and President Auriol had pointed 
out in his reply that the recent bloodshed had shown the danger that 
Tunisia might sink into anarchy if given over to agitation. He declared 
that France did not deny evolution and the French Government had 
reaffirmed its determination to encourage it, but a spirit of wisdom, 
trust, and constant co-operation was necessary for its fulfilment. The 
President expressed surprise that the Bey had not immediately dis- 
missed the Ministers who had signed the appeal to the United Nations 
which, lacking the Bey’s signature, was ‘in defiance of the Bey’s sovereign 
rights’. He asked the Bey to form a Government ‘of union and appease- 
ment’. 

- Security Council debate on Tunisia (see United Nations, Security 
ouncil). 

5 Apr.—Tunisia. The Government published the texts of two letters 
written by, and seized from, the Neo-Destour leader, Habib Bourguiba. 
The letters, which were written in May and July 1950 respectively to 
unknown correspondents, showed that M. Bourguiba had at that time 
ceased to expect that France would voluntarily cede Tunisian indepen- 
dence and had been actively preparing both on a diplomatic and 
organizational level for ‘the decisive battle—the armed struggle’. He 
had declared that he was prepared to make Tunisian resistance last a 
minimum of six months if not a year, and he had forecast that French 
mre action would be such as to risk the literal extermination of the 
people. 

8 Apr.—Finance Bill. The Finance Bill was passed in the Assembly 
by 311 votes to 206 after 10 votes of confidence had been taken on its 
various clauses. The Communists and Socialists opposed the Bill, 
and about 100 deputies, mainly M.R.P., some Gaullists, and a few 
others, abstained. M. Pinay, in his final appeal spoke of the success of 
his policy up to the present, pointing out that Government bonds had 


B risen, the cost of living had fallen, the price of gold and the cost of the 
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France (continued) 

dollar had fallen, and foreign payments due in March had been sett} 
without loss of gold. He declared that his policy was coherent: it } 
accepted the Assembly’s rejection of increased taxes and it aimed 
saving the currency by stabilizing prices and then lowering the 
Clandestine reserves of capital must be tempted into the open to py 
vide loans. Reform of the taxation system was an essential element} 
the policy. 

9 Apr.—Soviet Note to Western Powers on Germany (see U.S.S.R 

Wages. The Assembly agreed by 311 votes to 238 to postpone dj 
cussion on the sliding minimum wage scale until 29 May when ty 
Government promised to table a new Bill. Communists, Socialists, 
some Gaullists voted against postponement. 

N.A.T.O. M. Alphand, former French member among the Cound 
deputies, was appointed French member of the new Council of Pe 
manent Representatives. 

1o Apr.—Indo-China. M. Letourneau, Minister for the Associate 
States and High Commissioner in Indo-China, declared in a speecht 
the Assembly on Indo-China that the withdrawal from the Hoabir 
salient, for which he had been personally responsible, had releas 
twenty battalions to operate against the Viet-Minh attempt to strengthe 
and extend their control in areas in the delta where the Viet-Na 
administration was weak or non-existent. From these areas several Vig 
Minh battalions had since been expelled and encircled. He maintain 
that the operation against Hoabinh, which had been ordered by the lat 
Gen. de Lattre de Tassigny, had been fully justified but had tok 
terminated when it threatened to become more onerous for the Frend 
union forces than for those of the Viet-Minh. 

M. Letourneau rejected any idea of appealing to the Ho Chi-Min 
(the head of the Viet-Minh Government), saying that it would spre 
panic among the population and place the expeditionary force in 
insecure position. He re-emphasized that French action in Indo-Chi 
was disinterested and in defence of an advance bastion of the fr 
world, and he repeated that the only way to relieve the burden thet 
was to create the Viet-Nam army: battalions had already been form 
and had behaved admirably in the line. French sacrifices in Indo-Chin 
entitled France to ask the young Associated States to place at their he 
honourable men concerned for the public good and to point out th 
they were exercising their independence not against France but with be 
friendship and support. An enormous task remained to be accomplishet 
especially in connection with agrarian reforms and social problems, # 
the Associated States must be constantly reminded of the necessity! 
these reforms. 

11 Apr.—India: Chandernagore. The Assembly ratified a tre# 
with India transferring the territory of the free town of Chandernagitt 
from French to Indian sovereignty. M. Esperaber, speaking on belt 
of the Foreign Affairs Commission said that the decision did not impl 
a similar settlement for the four other French settlements in India # 
Chandernagore was a special case. 
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Finance Bill. The Council approved the Finance Bill with only 


»inor amendments. 
12 Apr.—At the second reading in the Assembly, the Finance Bill 


vas adopted by 330 votes to 208. 


ERMANY. 3 Apr.—West Germany. After a debate on German 
unification in the Bundestag, Dr Adenauer, Frederal Chancellor, 
sbtained by a show of hands a vote of approval in his policy. During the 
iebate, he stated in reply to the main Opposition charge that the 
overnment had not taken the recent Soviet Note seriously enough, 


ussia, although ready to grant Germany the right to have national 
orces, wished to reduce her to the rank of an inferior State; also the 
Soviet Note had falsified the provisions of the Potsdam agreement 
egarding frontiers, as it was untrue that the eastern frontier had been 
fnally delimited at. Potsdam. Dr Adenauer maintained that to have 
ccepted the proposals of the Note would have been to the serious 
detriment of Germany’s interests, and he welcomed the fact that the 

lied reply made it plain that there could be no return to Potsdam and 
oa four-Power control council. He declared that the only possible way 
of attaining German unity was by negotiating from strength with 
western help. 

West Berlin. After appealing in the House of Deputies for unity 

ong the parties, Professor Reuter, chief Burgomaster of west Berlin, 
eceived a vote of 66 to 39, with 14 abstentions, in support of his com- 
promise proposals on social insurance and the school and Civil Service 
aws. The votes in favour were made up by 29 Socialists, 24 Free 
Democrats, 13 Christian Democrats; those against by 22 Socialists, 

Free Democrats, and 12 Christian Democrats: 6 Socialists, 7 Christian 
Democrats and 1 Free Democrat abstained. 

4 Apr.—Adjournment of German debt conference (see Great Britain). 

7 Apr.—Israeli-German reparations negotiations (see Netherlands). 

West Germany. The Saar. The Free Democrat party issued a 
statement in which it appealed to the Federal Government to formulate 
proposals, for transmission to the three western Powers, for safeguard- 

g French economic interests in the Saar ‘without infringing on its 
purely German character’. It declared that political separation of the 
paar from Germany would be contrary to the wishes of its inhabitants 

d to all plans for European integration. 

Moscow Economic Conference. The German Federation of 
ndustries in Cologne published a statement complaining at the 
tbsence of Federal German representation at the conference which it 
onsidered offered an opportunity to ‘pierce the Iron Curtain’ and 
0 reopen negotiations for east-west German trade. 

9 Apr.—_Soviet Note to Western Powers on Germany (see U.S.S.R.). 

West Germany. The Social Democratic party executive issued a 
statement declaring that the integration of the Federal German Re- 
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public in the ‘western treaty system’ was contrary to the implicit 
understanding in the constitution that the German people were th 
guarantors of their own unity and freedom and was also a desertion 
from the policy formulated by Parliament in 1951 that nothing should 
be done, and no agreement concluded, which excluded the ibili 

of bringing about negotiations between the four Occupying Power, 

U.N. Commission. The U.N. Commission set up to investigate con. 
ditions for free elections in Germany sent, from Geneva, a fourth letter 
to Gen. Chuikov, chairman of the Soviet Control-Commission, asking 
for facilities to visit east Germany and east Berlin and requesting a reply 
by 27 April. 

11 Apr.—Negotiations for East German-U.K. barter agreement (see 
Moscow International Economic Conference). 

12 Apr.—West Germany: The Saar. M. Frangois-Poncet, French 
High Commissioner, ordered the confiscation in the French zone of the 
latest issue of the pro-German Saar Zeitung for having insulted \M. 
Grandval, French Ambassador to the Saar. The paper’s offices in 
Germany were raided by French military police. 

15 Apr.—East Germany: U.S.S.R. It was announced that negotia- 
tions at the Moscow Economic Conference had resulted in agreement on 
an exchange of trade in 1952 additional to the deliveries under the four- 
year agreement. 

16 Apr. Herr Ulbricht, deputy Prime Minister, issued a call for mass 
strikes in west Germany as a protest against the proposed agreements 
between West Germany and the Western Powers. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 3 Apr.—Defence. During a debate on air strength 
in the House of Lords, Lord De L’Isle and Dudley, Secretary of State 
for Air, gave an account of the development of the Russian MIG 15 jet 
fighter and told the House that the Russians were producing in quantity 
a new twin-engine light bomber incorporating an improved version of 
the British Nene engine. He said that the Government were building 
large numbers of Canberra light bombers and that the Valiant four- Hii 
engine jet bomber would form the foundation of the re-equippel § 
long-range bomber force. 

In a speech to the Foreign Press Association, Mr Eden, Foreign 
Secretary, said the western Powers were willing to listen to any con 
structive proposals for the creation of a genuinely democratic uni 
Germany provided they included Government based on free elections 
and enjoying equal rights with other free European States. But they 
were not prepared to allow any further delaying action over the Austrian 
peace treaty nor would they abandon their efforts to build westem 
defence and unity. In referring to the western reply to the recent Sovit! 
Note on Germany Mr Eden paid a warm tribute to the political courage 
and vision of M. Schuman and Dr Adenauer. In regard to the Middl 
East, Mr Eden said Britain had no wish to hinder the development of 
national sentiment, but he emphasized that sovereignty was a resp00- 
sibility as well as a privilege and said that the west could help to over 
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pme economic instability which was the chief enemy of true indepen- 


Hence. 
Trieste. Discussions began in London between British, U.S., and 


talian representatives on the problem of reaching closer collaboration 


4 Apr.—Finance. Mr Butler, Chancellor of the Exchequer, made a 
atement in the Commons on the financial position, which showed that 


juring March there had been some special non-recurring receipts, and 
sid that while there had been a revival of confidence in sterling, the 
rrent trade and payments position would in the long run be decisive 

d efforts must be redoubled rather than relaxed. 

Germany. The German debt conference adjourned until 19 May. 

5 Apr.—Balance of Payments. A White Paper (Cmd. 8505) was 
published giving details of the external balance of payments position of 
e United Kingdom and of the sterling area as a whole over the last 
ix months of 1951. 

Persia. Exchange of Notes re oil dispute (see Persia). 

7 Apr.—Malaya. Replying to a question in the Lords, Lord Salis- 
bury, Secretary for Commonwealth Relations, explained the reasons for 
he punitive measures adopted recently against the people of Tanjong 
lalim. He said the measures would not remain in force longer than was 
necessary and there was no intention of applying the policy generally. 

e Government had complete confidence in Gen. Templer, the High 
ommissioner. 

9 Apr.—Soviet Note to western Powers on Germany (see U.S.S.R.). 

Burma. It was confirmed that the Government had refused a request 
pf the Burmese Government for postponement of the debt payment, 

ounting to about £1,350,000, due on 1 April. (The sum due repre- 
ented the first annual instalment in repayment vf the interest-free loan 

greed upon in the treaty of 1947). 

m Moscow Economic Conference. The Board of Trade issued a 


crease trade with China, and the Chinese had only to approach British 
merchants in Hong Kong and Shanghai who had been actively seeking 
portunities for trade, or the British Government through. official 
hannels. The statement pointed out in regard to reports of Russian 
willingness to increase trade with the United Kingdom, that there had 
been no Soviet response either to approaches made in the last six 
onths to the Soviet Trade Delegation by British textile manufacturers 
bt to a suggestion made by the Secretary for Overseas Trade at a 
tcent session of the Economic Commission for Europe that eastern 
Hurope should take more textiles from the west. 
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Postponement of International Court’s hearing of Persian oil disp, 
(see Persia). 

10 Apr.—China. The Manchester Chamber of Commerce receive 
a telegram from the unofficial British delegation at the Moscow traj 
conference announcing the completion of negotiations for the purch; 
by China of £3-5 m. worth of British textiles. 

11 Apr.—Negotiations for barter agreements with east Germany aaj 
Rumania (see Moscow International Economic Conference). 

12 Apr.—Moscow International Economic Conference. A mex 
ber of the unofficial British delegation to the Moscow conference, 
Lorimer, said on his return from Moscow that all the negotiations o 
cerned, on the British side, separate and individual trade contracts ar 
were subject to export licence control. No question of contracts fy 
capital goods, such as locomotives, had been discussed. 

14 Apr.—Statement on negotiations at Moscow trade conference (x 
Moscow International Economic Conference). 

Japan. The appointment of Sir Esler Dening as Ambassador to Japa 
was announced. 

15 Apr.—European Defence Community. The Government issued 
a statement announcing that in response to an invitation of 14 March 
from the European Army Conference suggesting that Britain shoul 
enter into a formal relationship with the European Defence Community, 
the Government had proposed a treaty providing that so long as the 
United Kingdom remained a party to the North Atlantic Treaty, she 
would come to the aid of any member of the Defence Community who 
might be attacked and that the parties to the Defence Community 
should give a reciprocal undertaking to the United Kingdom. 

The Foreign Office also issued a statement giving the substantive 
clauses of the proposed agreement between the E.D.C. and the United 
Kingdom which were as follows: (1) if at any time while the United 
Kingdom is a party to the North Atlantic Treaty, one of the parties t 
the European Defence Community Treaty, or the European Defence 
Forces established under that Treaty, should be the object of an armed 
attack in Europe, the United Kingdom will, in accordance with Article 51 
of the United Nations Charter, afford the party or the Defence Force 
so attacked, all the military and other aid and assistance in its power; 
(2) so long as Article 1 remains in force, the parties to the E.D.C. Tre: 
are agreed that if the United Kingdom or its armed forces should be the 
object of an armed attack in Europe, they and the European Defence 
Forces will afford all the military and other aid and assistance in theit 

ower. 
3 Rearmament. The annual conference of the Union of Shop, Dis- 
tributive, and Allied Workers passed by an overwhelming majority 
resolution calling for a re-examination and reduction of the rearmameat 
programme. 

16 Apr.—Egypt. Amr Pasha, the Egyptian Ambassador, arrived n 
London from Egypt and saw Mr Eden to whom he presented a letter 
from Hilaly Pasha, the Egyptian Prime Minister. 


existec 
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REECE. 5 Apr.—Pacification Bill. In the absence of Greek Rally 
deputies, Parliament passed a ‘pacification and leniency’ Bill which 
srovided for commutation to life imprisonment of all death sentences 
excepting those imposed for espionage); for revision of cases of all 


nersons were under sentence of death, and official statistics showed that 
10,300 cases would be re-examined. Police officials estimated that 5,000 
prisoners would be released. 

6 Apr.—Field-Marshal Papagos, leader of the Opposition party, 

reek Rally, demanded in an address to the Greek people the immediate 
dissolution of Parliament and the holding of new elections under the 
majority system. He said he had refused to take part in the Government 
of national union called for by the General Confederation of Labour. 
He considered the pacification Bill was dangerous to security, and he 
accused the Government of leading the country to disaster. 

14 Apr.—Defence Minister. It was announced that M. Mavros 
Liberal) had been appointed Under-Secretary of Defence to assist 
M. Venizelos, the acting Prime Minister and Foreign Minister, who 
had decided to remain Defence Minister. 

15 Apr.—The Coalition parties and the Greek Rally announced that 
the ‘misunderstanding’ of 28 March had been settled and that Greek 
Rally deputies would return to the Chamber. 


INDIA. 7 Apr.—North-east Frontier. It was learned that the Govern- 
ment had adopted a scheme for developing the tribal areas on the north- 
east frontier at a cost of 30 m. rupees, half of which would be spent on 
communications and a quarter on health. 

11 Apr.—French ratification of treaty transferring Chandernagore 
from French to Indian sovereignty (see France). 

13 Apr.—Kashmir. Speaking at a meeting in Delhi, Mr Nehru, 
Prime Minister, expressed concern at the tone and content of the speech 
of Sheikh Abdullah on 12 April (see Kashmir). While granting that 
agitation by the Praja Parishad, the Hindu communal organization, 
might have justified the Kashmir Prime Minister’s retort, Mr Nehru 
said the speech was out of place in so far as it commented on conditions 
outside Kashmir. 

Tunisia. Mr Nehru deplored the attitude of the western Powers 
concerning Tunisia in the Security Council and said it was a serious 
matter that the voice of the Asian and Arab States should be ignored. 


INDO-CHINA. 4 Apr.—French Union forces claimed a break-through 
to the sea sixty-five miles south-east of Hanoi, thereby completing the 
encirclement of large Viet-Minh forces. 

_6 Apr.—Gen. de Linares, French Union commander in northern 
Viet Nam, announced that the Viet-Minh 320th division no longer 
existed as a formation as its forces had been cut into small units which 
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Indo-China (continued) 

were attempting to regroup. He said Viet-Minh casualties since 1 Mare 
were: 1,568 killed and 2,280 prisoners. French forces had 200 mg 
missing and about 550 wounded. 

7 Apr.—The Viet-Minh lost 142 killed and 250 captured in the Thaj 
Binh region as a result of operations against the remnants of their 
Division 320. Increased activity was reported in other parts of the 
delta especially in the northern sector. 


ISRAEL. 7 Apr.—lIsraeli-German reparations negotiations (see Nether. 
lands). 

Nationality Act. Arabs from all over Israel met in Haifa to protes 
against the Nationality Act which was passed in the Knesset on 1 Apri 
and would come into force after three months. It automatically conferred 
citizenship on Jewish residents and made citizenship for Arabs subject 
to the discretion of the Minister of the Interior. A resolution was passed 
calling for the grant of Israeli nationality to all Arabs resident in Israd 
before the passing of the Act and to those entering legally thereafter, or 
marrying an Israeli citizen. 

14 Apr.—A curfew was imposed in Nazareth after clashes between 
Muslim youths and Roman Catholic Boy Scouts in which five person 
were injured. 


ITALY. 3 Apr.—Trieste. Signor De Gasperi, Prime Minister, declared 
in the Senate that the immediate Italian objective in regard to Trieste 
was to improve the administrative situation so that the city should not 
feel anxious about its character, development, and relations with Italy. 
Even the full attainment of that object would concern only the prow- 
sional administration envisaged by the peace treaty. He said Marshal 
Tito’s reference to the treaty was a confirmation of the Italian Gover- 
ment’s view that the allies could not avoid responsibility for a solution 
of the whole problem though he hoped a friendly solution could be 
reached between Italy and Yugoslavia. He expressed himself as in 
favour of an eventual plebiscite. 

London talks on Trieste (see Great Britain). 

6 Apr.—aA court in Lucca sentenced to life imprisonment three of 
fifty-two Communist ex-partisans who had been involved in the 
massacre on 2 February 1945 of twenty non-Communist partisans who 
had refused to co-operate with Yugoslav forces. (The term was com 
muted to thirty years under a procedure used in political cases.) Thirty- 
eight others received sentences ranging from twelve to thirty years. 

9 Apr.—Census. Preliminary results were published of the census 
taken on 4 November 1951. They showed the total population to be 
47,138,235, comprising 1 m. more females than males. The totl 
represented an increase of just over 5 m. since 1936. 

13 Apr.—tTrieste. It was learned that a Note had been received from 
the Yugoslav Government on 11 April complaining of an anti-Yugosiv 
spy ring operating in the Trieste territory. The Note was denounced it 
Rome as another attempt to sabotage the London talks. 
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16 Apr.—U.5S.-Italian exchange of Notes on U.S. restriction of 
imports from Italy (see Umited States). 


JAPAN. 14 Apr.—Appointment of British Ambassador (see Great 
Britain). 
15 Age -= U8. ratification of the peace treaty (see United States). 
Restrictions on Japanese arms and aircraft production were lifted. 
The Government cleared the name of Gen. Homma, the former 
Japanese commander in the Philippines, who was shot in 1946 for his 
responsibility for war-time atrocities, including the Bataan ‘death 
march’. His name was removed from the list of war criminals. 
16 Apr.—Nomination of U.S. Ambassador (see United States). 


JORDAN. 13 Apr.—Spain. A Spanish mission headed by Senor Artajo, 
the Foreign Minister, arrived in Amman. 

14 Apr.—During a ceremony at which Senor Artajo presented King 
Talal with the decoration of the Great Cross of Military Merit with 
cordon, Senor Artajo emphasized the links between the two countries. 


KASHMIR. 12 Apr.—Speaking in Jammu, Sheikh Abdullah, Prime 
Minister, declared that Kashmir’s accession to India must be restricted 
to external affairs, defence, and communications. He said that Kashmiris 
were prepared to join India without mental reservation ‘once we are 
satisfied that the grave of communalism has been dug in India. Of this 
we are not yet clear’. He condemned as ‘unrealistic, childish, and 
savouring of lunacy’ arguments in favour of complete accession to 
India which he said ignored the danger of a revival of communalism in 
India, and he declared that Mr Nehru and the late Sardar Patel had 
agreed to giving Kashmir a special status in the Indian constitution. 

13 Apr.—Sheikh Abdullah declared that accession to India was 
irrevocable. 

Comment by Mr Nehru on Sheikh Abdullah’s statement (see India). 

The authorized version of Sheikh Abdullah’s speech of 12 April 
issued by the Government said that he was not expressing his own views 
on communalism in India but repeating what the enemies of Kashmir 
were saying. 


KOREA. 4 Apr.—Truce Talks. It was agreed that discussions on 
prisoner of war exchange should be postponed indefinitely. 

5 Apr.—U.N. headquarters in Tokio reported that epidemics of 
disease were sweeping through China and North Korea. It was esti- 
_ that in China at least 400,000 had been affected and 50,000 had 
led, 

9 Apr.—U.N. troops fought their way out of a Communist pincer 
movement on the eastern front after a three-hour engagement. There 
Were minor engagements on the rest of the front. 

_12 Apr.—Air Losses. The Fifth Air Force reported that ten allied 
arcraft had been lost during the week but none in air combat. Four 


UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN LIBRARIES 


230 3 APRIL 1952 — 16 APRIL 1952 


Korea (continued) 
enemy aircraft were shot down, two probably destroyed, and seven 
damaged. 

14 Apr.—Gen. Van Fleet, Commander of the Eighth Army, speaking 
in Seoul, said that the Communists had built up enough supplies tp 
enable them to launch an offensive lasting ten to fourteen days, but if i 
were launched, whatever its scale, it could and would be stopped, He 
praised the physical and spiritual union of the U.N. forces, and said 
that while their casualties in the past year had been 66,000 those of the 
enemy had been 530,696. 

A two-hour barrage of artillery fire from allied tanks south-west of 
a on the central front was estimated to have caused 300 enemy 
casualties. 


MALAYA. 5 Apr.—A questionnaire from Gen. Templer was delivered 
to every householder in Tanjong Malim asking for information about 
Communists in the area. 

Casualty Figures. Casualty figures for March were issued as fol- 
lows: terrorists—sixty-one killed, forty-six wounded, thirteen sur- 
rendered, eight captured; civilians and security forces—eighty-two 
killed, ninety-two wounded, seventeen missing. 

7 Apr.—Statement by Lord Salisbury (see Great Britain). 

8 Apr.—Air Marshal Fogarty, C.-in-C., Far East Air Forces, said in 
Singapore that the highest priority should be given to the production 
of helicopters as they would go a long way to solving the problem of 
helping the army to move quickly in the jungle. If necessary, American 
helicopters should be bought. 

9 Apr.—The curfew imposed on Tanjong Malim was eased and the 
rice ration increased. 

Thirty Chinese, mostly shopkeepers, were arrested in the town asa 
result of information received in reply to the questionnaire. 

10 Apr.—Gen. Templer ordered collective punishment, including a 
curfew and a cut in rations, for the village of Sungei Pelak, in Selangor, 
for continually supplying food to terrorists and refusing to co-operate 
with security forces. 

1x Apr.—Collective punishment was imposed on a large resettle- 
ment area five miles north of Kuala Lumpur for non-co-operation with 
the security forces. 

12 Apr.—Speaking to a Rotarian conference in Kuala Lumpur, Gen. 
Templer said the country needed a real appreciation of the dangers of 
apathy: there was too much golf and too many parties. He asked how 
many people on their side worked as the Communists worked. 

15 Apr.—Bandits set fire to the railway station at Layang, south 
Johore. The police said that more than one-third of the inhabitants wert 
Communist sympathizers. Five murders had been committed in the 
area in the past six weeks—including two that morning. 


MOROCCO. 3 Apr.—Tangier. French and Spanish troops entered 
Tangier as a precautionary measure. 


3 APRIL 1952— 16 APRIL 1952 231 


; Apr.—French Morocco. Five persons were killed and twenty-five 
injured when troops opened fire on rioters at Mrirt who were attempting 
to attack the Caid’s court where agitators were to be tried. Thirty 
arrests were made. 

7 Apr.—Spanish demand for revision of the Tangier convention 
‘we Spain). 

5 Age -—Tandjlen: The Spanish Minister announced to the Commit- 
tee of Control (the Ministers of Powers adhering to the Statute) that the 
Spanish Government had demanded a complete revision of the Tangier 
convention and a return to the conventions of 1923 and 1928 (as stated 
inthe Spanish Note of 7 April). 

11 Apr.—The Committee of Control appointed a commission con- 
sisting of the service attachés of France, Spain, Britain, the United 
States, and Italy, to inquire into the riots of 30 March. 


MOSCOW INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC CONFERENCE. 

Apr.—A Soviet-sponsored international economic conference opened 
in Moscow attended by over 400 delegates. 

5 Apr.—Mr Nesterov, chairman of the Soviet All-Union Chamber of 
Commerce, said that the Soviet Union was prepared to consider specific 
proposals for long-term barter agreements with countries in western 
Europe, the Americas, Asia, and Africa. He said that in two or three years 
a annual volume of trade of 30,000 m. to 40,000 m. roubles (£2,678 m. 
to £3, 636 m.) could be reached and employment provided for 500,000 
to 2 m. persons in the countries trading with the Soviet Union. The 
Soviet Union wanted to expand the annual volume of Anglo-Soviet 
trate by 2,500 m. roubles ({227 m.). 

8 Apr.—The unofficial British delegation announced the conclusion 
of an agreement with the Chinese delegation for the exchange of goods 
worth {10 m. on each side, British exports to consist of textiles, 
chemicals, and metals, and Chinese of bunker coal, eggs and egg 
products, and agricultural products. 

Amplifying the proposals made by M. Nesterov on 5 April, M. 
Kusnezov, chairman of the Soviet Trade Union Council, said the pro- 
posed Soviet purchases could result in three years’ full employment for 
200,000 workers in Britain and 100,000 in France, west Germany, 
Japan, and Italy. 

9 Apr.—Official British comment on reports of Russian and Chinese 
desire for increased trade with Britain (see Great Britain). 

Professor Lange of Poland, reporting on the conference, said that 
China was prepared to increase her trade with the west by £1,339 m. 
to {1,696 m.; the Soviet Union by £893 m. to £1,339 m.; eastern Europe 
by {2,232 m. to £2,678; and east Germany by £893 m. to £1,071 m. 
He proposed that the findings of the conference should be submitted to 
the U.N. and that the General Assembly be asked to convene an inter- 
governmental conference for the promotion of international trade. 

11 Apr.—A spokesman of the unofficial British delegation announced 
the conclusion of two barter agreements of £2 m. each with east 
Germany and Rumania. 
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Moscow International Trade Economic Conference (continy;) 

12 Apr.—Statement by British delegate (see Great Britain). 

13 Apr.—The conference ended after resolving at its closing session ty 
appeal to the U.N. General Assembly to call an international trade cop. 
ference. A further resolution set up a committee for the promotion of 
international trade and instructed it to make arrangements for another 
conference to follow the Moscow meeting. 

14 Apr.—Mr Silverman, M.P., a member of the British group sid 
the group had negotiated {28 m. worth of new business with the Chinese, 
Russians, east Germans, Rumanians, Czechs, and Bulgarians. 


NETHERLANDS. 3 Apr.—Queen Juliana’s address to U.S. Congres 
(see United States). 


Israeli claim was for 4,200 m. marks (over £350 m.). 
14 Apr.—Belgian Note re Benelux economic union (see Netherlands), 


NEW ZEALAND. 9 Apr.—Import Restrictions. The Government 
announced a tightening of control of motor car imports from the 
United Kingdom in 1952 and the banning of imports of motor cars from 
the United States. 


NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY ORGANIZATION. 4 Apr.—At : 
ceremony in London on the third anniversary of the signing of the 
North Atlantic Treaty, Mr Spofford, Chairman of the Council Deputies, 
handed over his powers to Lord Ismay who assumed office as the first 
Secretary-General of N.A.T.O. 

The Deputies adopted resolutions providing for the reorganization of 
N.A.T.O. on the lines laid down at the Lisbon conference, and a state- 
ment was issued defining in detail the duties of the Secretary-Genenl 
and of the new international secretariat. 

7 Apr.—A tactical exercise without troops opened in Paris and was 
attended by senior officers under the Supreme Allied Command and by 
national representatives of the defence forces of N.A.T.O. member. 

11 Apr.—Resignation of Gen. Eisenhower (see United States). 

Atlantic Command. Admiral McCormick, U.S. Navy, formally 
took over as Supreme Commander, Atlantic, and named eleven of his 
subordinate naval and air commanders of whom six were British. 
Admiral Creasy, R.N., and Air Marshal Stevens, R.A.F., were appointed 
respectively naval and air commanders-in-chief, Eastern Atlantic. 


PERSIA. 4 Apr.—International Bank’s statement on oil negotiations 
(see United States). 

5 Apr.—Great Britain. The texts were published of a British Note 
dated 19 March and of the Persian reply dated 1 April. 

The British Note stated that British recognition of the principle of 
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nationalization in the oil dispute was for the purposes of negotiation 
only, and that Britain had never recognized that the oil industry had 
been lawfully nationalized or that the enforcement of the oil nationaliza- 
tion Act of 1 May 1951 represented a lawful exercise of Persian sove- 
reignty. The Note pointed out that the British Note of 3 August 1951 
had done no more than express the Government’s readiness to nego- 
tiate with the Persian Government on the basis that the oil industry 
should be nationalized in a manner acceptable to the Anglo-Iranian 
(il Company, and it declared that acceptance of a certain formula as a 
basis for negotiations in no way constituted a binding acceptance of the 
provisions of that formula regardless of the outcome of the negotiations. 
The Note concluded with an expression of the British Government’s 
readiness to settle the dispute by negotiation and to accept the same 
formula, as a basis for discussion only and without prejudice to the 
rights of either side if the negotiations should prove unsuccessful. 

The Persian Government’s reply expressed astonishment at such an 
interpretation and reiterated its belief that there was no qualification 
about British recognition of Persian oil nationalization which, it claimed, 
had been final and irrevocable. It declared itself ready to ‘enter into 
negotiations with the former oil company or its agents concerning the 


method of payment of compensation’. 
7 Apr.—Great Britain. A Note on the subject of consular interfer- 


ence was delivered to the British Embassy in reply to a British Note of 
19 March which was also published. The British Note pointed out that 
the instances of alleged consular interference took place, with one 
exception, many years ago and hardly merited examination as evi- 
dence to justify the closure of consulates in 1952. The one exception 
concerned the action of the British Consul-General at Ahwaz in pro- 
testing to the Governor General of Khuzistan in August 1951 against 
discourteous treatment on the part of Persian officials. The British 
Government considered that protest entirely justified. Other instances, 
drawn from events during two great wars, showed not only that the 
actions constituted no improper interference but that they contributed 
to Persian independence and internal order. The Note reaffirmed that 
the closure of the consulates was a breach of treaty rights. 

The Persian reply enlarged the original charge to include interfer- 
ence by ambassadors and embassy officials, and submitted as evidence 
copies of nine letters, seven of which were dated 1920 and the other 
two 1917 and 1921 respectively. 

International Bank. The Government also published an exchange 
of telegrams between Dr Black, the head of the International Bank, and 
Dr Moussadek. Dr Black telegraphed on 4 April asking Dr Moussadek 
to state his views about a basis for a renewal of negotiations. Dr Mous- 
sadek had replied that he would welcome a renewal on the condition 
that all experts employed in the oil industry were ‘neutrals’ and that the 
International Bank acted as the agent of the Persian Government. 

9 Apr.—Oil Dispute. International Court. It was announced that 
the President of the International Court had agreed to a request of 
Dr Moussadek to postpone for a month the Court’s hearing of the oil 
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Persia (continued) 
dispute (fixed for 6 May) to enable Dr Moussadek to report on poli 
to the new Majlis on its assembly and to obtain a vote of confidence. 
12 Apr.—Dr Moussadek, Prime Minister, admitted in an address to 
newly-elected deputies that Persian expectations of being able to s¢ll 
five million tons of oil a year without foreign help had been mistaker, 
He had believed Britain would be unwilling to endure the loss of 
dollar-earning capacity represented by Persian oil, but U.S. aid to 
Britain had made up the loss and Britain had been able to exert pressure 
to prevent the sale of Persian oil. There was therefore no choice but to 
write off oil revenue. ‘We are at the crossroads,’ he declared. ‘If we 
slight our own prestige, renounce liberty and independence and our 
rights, and accept the International Bank’s conditions, we shall be 
approaching hell.’ He asked the deputies to co-operate with the 
Government’s plans to balance the budget by cutting expenditure and 
greatly increasing taxation. 


POLAND. 7 Apr.—Expulsion of Polish Minister in Egypt (see Egypt), 
14 Apr.—Refusal of Minister in Egypt to return to Poland (see Egypt 


PORTUGAL. 15 Apr.—Spain. After the conclusion of a two-day 
meeting at Ciudad Rodrigo between Dr Salazar, the Prime Minister, 
and Gen. Franco, head of the Spanish State, which was attended in 
addition by the Portuguese Ministers of Defence and Foreign Affair, 
the Spanish deputy Foreign Minister, and other Portuguese and Spanish 
officials, the Foreign Ministry announced that the two statesmen had 
confirmed their agreement on peninsular strategic unity, as determined 
by existing agreements, and the need to take adequate measures for 
common defensive action within the general western defence plans. 


RUMANIA. 11 Apr.—Negotiations for British-Rumanian barter agree- 
ment (see Moscow International Economic Conference). 


SAUDI ARABIA. 8 Apr.—Foreign Minister in Egypt (see Egypt). 


SOUTH AFRICA. 6 Apr.—Racial Policy. Many thousands of 
Africans attended meetings in the Pretoria locations to protest against 
the Government’s racial policy. Resolutions were passed pledging ‘the 
oppressed people’ to carry on ‘a relentless struggle to repeal the unjust 
laws’, as laid down in the programme of the African National Congress 
and supported by the South African Indian Congress and the Coloured 
People’s Organization. 

5 Apr.—Van Riebeeck Festival. The festival commemorating the 
tercentenary of Van Riebeeck’s landing at the Cape reached its climax 
in Cape Town with the laying of a foundation stone marking the ‘gate- 
way to Africa’. Speeches were made by the Prime Minister, the Govern- 
or-General, the Chief Justice, and the leader of the Opposition. 

15 Apr.—Constitutional Crisis. At the opening of the Budget 
debate in the Assembly, Mr Strauss, leader of the Opposition, moved 
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that the House decline to go into committee of supply until the Govern- 
ment agreed to accept the judgement of the Appeal Court invalidating 
the Separate Representation of Voters Act. He said that the Govern- 
ment had broken pledges given by three successive Prime Ministers— 
Gen. Hertzog, Gen. Smuts, and Dr Malan himself—to respect the 
rights of coloured people, and by refusing to accept the court’s judge- 
ment it had broken a fundamental law of the land. In order to try and 
justify itself it was seeking by misrepresentation to persuade the people 
that the sovereignty of Parliament was threatened by the courts’ testing 
right. Mr Strauss listed other countries which had such a testing right 
and argued that, provided the Government accepted the Constitution, 
such issues as that before the country would be impossible. He declared 
that if the Government circumvented the courts it would lead to 
anarchy and revolution. The United Party would fight on the issue to 
‘its ultimate conclusion’. 

Dr Dénges, Minister of the Interior, replying, said that the Govern- 
ment’s proposed legislation, so far from threatening the courts would 
protect them against the fate of the Supreme Court in the United States 
where, because the court had the right to test the legality of legislation, 
it was packed with political appointees. He claimed that Gen. Smuts 
had always opposed the court’s testing rights and insisted that Parlia- 
ment must be the highest authority in South Africa as it was in Britain. 

16 Apr.—Opposition Coalition. Mr Strauss announced at a United 
Party meeting in Cape Town that the Labour Party and the Torch 
Commando had agreed on a common front with the United Party to 
oppose the Government’s attempts to upset the rule of law. He read out 
ajoint declaration by the three parties in which they pledged themselves 
to unite in order to rid South Africa ‘of its present un-South African 
Government and to restore the rights of the people, under the rule of 
hw, to our land.’ It declared that any attempted ‘rape of the South 
Africa Act, no matter how it is disguised’, would be resisted, and it 
offered ‘the hand of friendship’ to those who had in the past supported 
the Government but were not willing to follow ‘the clique that rule the 
Government on the road to national ruin’. 


SPAIN. 4 Apr.—Senor Artajo, Foreign Minister, left Madrid for an 
official tour of Near Eastern countries. In a message broadcast to Muslim 
peoples, Gen. Franco declared that the mission’s object was to thank 
their rulers for their attitude in defence of Spain and justice in inter- 
national debates and to call attention to ‘our mutual desire for a peaceful 
life in a better world’, In a world threatened by atheistic materialism, 
Spain offered herself as a link to those peoples who were ‘shaping a new 
life for themselves’, 

7 Apr.—Tangier. The Foreign Ministry delivered Notes to the 
representatives of the seven other nations represented on the Tangier 
Control Committee (Britain, France, Italy, Belgium, Holland, Portugal, 
United States), asking that the administration and security of the zone 
should be reorganized immediately in accordance with the agreements 
of 1923 and 1928 so as to prepare for an eventual revision of the status 
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Spain (continued) 
of Tangier. The Note called attention to alleged defects in the Paris 
provisional agreement of 1945 and asserted that it had been established 
‘behind Spain’s back’ and must now be held to have lapsed. 

8 Apr.—Announcement in Tangier of demand for revision of 
Tangier convention (see Morocco). 

14 Apr. et seg.—Spanish mission in Jordan (see fordan). 

Portugal. Gen. Franco, accompanied by the acting Foreign Minister, 
Senor Blanco, had a meeting with Dr Salazar, Prime Minister of 
Portugal, at Ciudad Rodrigo. 

15 Apr.—Spanish-Portuguese defence talks (see Portugal). 


SUDAN. 7 Apr.—The Legislative Assembly issued a statement 
declaring its full agreement in general with the new draft constitution, 
One member opposed the draft on the ground that it would make the 
Governor-General a monarch. 


TRIESTE FREE TERRITORY. 3 Apr.—London talks (see Grea 
Britain). 

The four Slovene parties in Zone A published the text of a memor- 
andum they had submitted to the British and U.S. Foreign Ministers. 
It warned the western Powers that any de jure association of Italy with 
the administration of Zone A would be regarded as a violation of the 
peace treaty ‘in which Italy for ever renounced all her claims on the 
Free Territory’. 

7 Apr.—A meeting of fifty-seven Italian teachers from the Yugoslav 
zone who had sought refuge in Trieste passed a resolution asking the 
Italian Government and the Governments of all free nations for pro- 
tection and assistance. Thirty-two of the teachers stated that the 
Yugoslav authorities had given them the choice of signing a confession 
of having committed sabotage and espionage or of leaving the zone. 
They had had to abandon their property, and many had had to leave 
their families behind. 

11 Apr.—Col. Stamatovic, the Yugoslav zone commander, addressing 
the zonal assembly at Capodistria, deplored the slandering of the 
Yugoslav Military Government by the foreign press which he said had 
been spreading false reports on conditions in the Yugoslav zone. He 
declared that neither his Government nor the local authorities were 
responsible for the exodus from the zone of a single Italian and that 
those who had left had done so for family reasons or because they 
feared the consequences of their subversive activities. 

It was learned that the Allied Military Government in Trieste had 
granted the local authorities 20 m. lire to prepare emergency accom- 
modation for the influx of Italian refugees arriving from the Yugoslav 
zone. 

14 Apr.—Trieste Slovenes of all political parties (Tito-ists, Catholics, 
and Liberals) assembled in a Slovene village on the outskirts of Trieste 
to protest against the London talks. Speakers stated that Slovenes would 
never recognize any extension of Italian rule to the Free Territory. 
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It was learned that the Yugoslav zone had concluded a series of 
harter agreements with the Federal German Republic and Austria. 

16 Apr.—Further big meetings were held in Capodistria to protest 
_oainst the London talks. 


SIA. 4 Apr.—As the result of a conference between the Bey and 
M. de Hautecloque, the Resident-General, the curfew was ended. 

Publication of messages exchanged by the Bey and President Auriol 
ee France). 

phe Council debate on Tunisia (see United Nations, Security 
Council). 

5 Apr.—Publication of letters seized from Habib Bourguiba (see 
France). 

7 Apr.—M. Baqqush, Prime Minister, issued a communiqué stating 
that the Government he was forming would be one of conciliation and 
administration with the creation of a peaceful atmosphere as its aim. 
He said the Tunisian members of the Mixed Commission to consider 
the French reform proposals would be drawn from all classes of the 
population. 

11 Apr.—It was learned that Neo-Destourian leaders in Paris had 
anounced that no member of their party would serve on the Mixed 
Commission. 

12 Apr.—New Government. M. Baqqush announced the com- 
psition of his Government which was non-political in character. He 
aid it would carry on the administration until the projected reforms 
permitted the creation of ‘a new Ministry formed im the image of 
Tunisian aspirations’. He announced that he had the Bey’s support for 
representations he would make to secure a relaxation of security 
neasures, and he said that he would himself conduct the negotiations 
fr recruiting the Tunisian members of the Mixed Commission. 

Gen. Garbey released 119 Tunisians from internment and withdrew 
the special control of road traffic and the censorship of private telegrams. 

13 Apr.—Saboteurs blew up part of the railway line near Sousse. 

14 Apr.—Following a meeting in Tunis called to protest against the 
ew Government, a clash occurred with the police who fired in the air 
iter a grenade and stones had been thrown by the demonstrators. 

The Neo-Destour party issued a communiqué declaring that the new 
(:binet was ‘a puppet Government intended to deceive public opinion 
and to influence the decision of the Security Council’. It rejected the 
proposed French reforms as a basis for discussion and repeated its 
refusal to be represented in the Mixed Commission. 

16 Apr.—The Bey dissolved his personal Cabinet, the head of which 
~Prince Chadly, the Bey’s eldest son—was known for his sympathies 
with the neo-Destour. 


TURKEY. 7 Apr.—M. Karaosmanoglii, Minister of the Interior and a 
founder of the Democratic Party, resigned. 
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UNITED NATIONS 
Collective Measures Committee 

15 Apr.—The Committee set up a panel of twenty Army, Navy, and 
Air Force officers from eight nations (U.S.A., Britain, 
France, the Netherlands, Greece, Turkey, Thailand) to work oy 
methods for the organization, training, and equipment of national 
troops for use by the United Nations against aggression. 


Disarmament Commission 

5 Apr.—The United States’ delegate submitted to the Commission’s 
working committee a new five-stage programme for progressive dis- 
closure of all kinds of armaments, which, unlike earlier schemes, 
included disclosure of the location of atomic installations and certaip 
other atomic data as part of the first stage of the arms inventor, 
Declarations concerning armed forces and all atomic energy installations 
would be required, and verification would be carried out simultaneously 
in the atomic and non-atomic fields. 


Security Council 

4 Apr.—Tunisia. The French delegate, M. Hoppenot, opposed the 
Asian-Arab request for discussion of the Tunisian question on the 
ground that since the agreement between the Bey and his Government 
the dispute had evaporated and there was therefore nothing to discuss. 
He denied that pressure had been exercised on the Bey. 

Mr Bokhari (Pakistan) strongly attacked French policy in Tunisia 
and maintained that the Bey had been under the heaviest pressure to 
accept the French proposals. He cited the new Premier’s inability to 
form a Government as evidence of the falseness of French claims that 
the Bey’s liberty had been restored by recent actions. 

10 Apr.—Tunisia. After declarations by all members had made it 
clear that a majority was not available to put the Tunisian complaint on 
the agenda, Mr Bokhari, the president, who supported the complaint, 
adjourned the meeting without taking a vote. The British and French 
delegates said they would oppose its inclusion and the U.S., Greek, 
Turkish, and Netherlands delegates announced that they would abstain. 

14 Apr.—The Council rejected a compromise Chilean resolution 
proposing that the Tunisian question should be placed on the agenda 
but postponing action until France and Tunisia had had a chance to 
negotiate a new agreement. It also rejected a Pakistani proposal that 
representatives of the ten Asian-Arab States who were complaining 
against French policy be invited to the Council to answer French 
assertions made on 4 April. 


UNITED STATES. 3 Apr.—Netherlands. In an address to a joint 
session of Congress, Queen Juliana of the Netherlands called for 4 
Pax Atlantica as a forerunner to world peace. She urged the Atlantic 
Powers not to concentrate on defence to the detriment of their economic, 
social, and cultural welfare and said she hoped one day the production 
now being devoted to armaments could be used for world development. 
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She promised that the Netherlands would accept a full share of the 
burden. 

4Apr.—N.A.T.O. In a speech at a ceremony in Washington to mark 

the third anniversary of the signing of the North Atlantic Treaty, 
President Truman said that the Atlantic Treaty nations were doing far 
more than building military defences. Their aim was to remove the 
threat of war and set free the forces of human progress: to get rid of 
poverty and disease and to provide better education and social condi- 
tions. 
Communism. Five Communist Party officials and a party lawyer, 
charged with conspiring to advocate the overthrow of the Government 
by force, were sentenced in Baltimore to prison terms ranging from two 
tofive years and were each fined $1,000. 

Persia. The International Bank issued a statement on its negotiations 
with the Persian Government for a settlement of the oil dispute. The 
statement showed that differences had been on three main points: first, 
in the absence of a final adjudication of the dispute, the Bank was 
unable to compromise its neutral status and accept the Persian demand 
that it should operate the oil industry on behalf of Persia; secondly, it 
refused the Persian demand that no British technicians should be 
employed, both because as an international body it could not exclude 
the nationals of any one of its members and also because it considered 
the employment of British technicians to be essential to successful 
operations ; thirdly, there was disagreement over the rate of discount to 
be allowed to the purchaser and also in regard to the pricing formula for 
refined products. Differences had also arisen in regard to the measure of 
independence the Bank would enjoy in operating the properties, and in 
regard to a Persian proposal that Persia should have the option to sell 
substantial quantities of products directly on world markets. 

The Bank stated that the cessation of oil exports from Persia had not 
cused a world shortage, although it had caused financial difficulties 
both to Persia and to the United Kingdom and those countries which 
tad to pay dollars for alternative supplies. The increase in crude oil 
output outside Persia had been more than sufficient to offset the decline 
inher production. The loss of refined products from Abadan had been 
mostly made up, although there had been some local shortages in 
specific products. It declared that it could not engage in an operation of 
such complexity unless it could be assured of authority commensurate 
with its responsibilities and the whole-hearted agreement and co- 
operation of the parties concerned. It described the negotiations with 
the Persian Government as ‘recessed not terminated’ but saw no pros- 
pect of their continuation in the immediate future. 

6 Apr.—Great Britain. Field-Marshal Slim, British C.I.G.S., 
declared in a broadcast that, to meet the demands of the cold war, 
Britain had deployed the second largest fleet in the world and ten regu- 
lr divisions as well as an air force larger than that of the rest of Europe 
put together. Britain was pulling her weight and feared no comparison 
with any ally, including the United States, in her defence effort. 

Foreign Aid. The Department of Commerce issued figures showing 
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United States (continued) 

that total expenditure on foreign aid programmes up to the end of 1951 
amounted to $39,000 m. Grants and credits in 1951 amounted tg 
$5,000 m. leaving another $13,400 m. still available. Military aid j 
1951 accounted for $1,600 m. 

7 Apr.—Steel Dispute. In expectation of the steel strike ordered } 
the Steelworkers’ Union to start at midnight on 8 April in support of am 
wage claim, the Government suspended all exports of steel and banned 
all deliveries of steel for civilian use. 

8 Apr.—Steel Dispute. An order was issued authorizing a resumy 
tion of steel exports and lifting the embargo on steel deliveries to many 
facturers: deliveries to retailers remained banned. 

An hour and a half before the strike was due to begin, President 
Truman broadcast an announcement that he had authorized the Com 
merce Department to take over the steel plants and operate them. He 
strongly criticized the attitude adopted by the companies in the dispute 
and accused them of seeking inordinately high profits because of thei 
demand for higher prices to offset wage increases. 

As a result of the announcement the President of the Steelworkers 
Union immediately called off the strike. Four of the biggest produce 
announced that they would resume operations. 

Addressing the national conference on international economic and 
social development, President Truman expressed the utmost sympathy 
with the determination of Asian and African peoples to reject the ol 
pattern of imperialism and to establish their own free political and 
economic institutions. But he gave a warning of the danger that un- 
scrupulous agitators might exploit these aspirations for their own ends 
to bring about disorder and bloodshed. 

N.A.T.O. The White House announced the appointment of M 
William Draper as U.S. permanent representative to the North Atlantic 
Council concurrent with his position as special representative in 
Europe of the Mutual Security Programme. 

9 Apr.—Soviet Note to western Powers on Germany (see U.S.S.R.). 

11 Apr.—N.A.T.O.: Gen. Eisenhower. The White House pub- 
lished the texts of letters from Gen. Eisenhower, Supreme Con- 
mander, Allied Powers in Europe, to the Secretary of Defence and tom 
the Chairman of the N.A.T.O. Standing Group, asking to be relieved 0 
his post by approximately 1 June and stating that the work in Europe 
was largely done. The Defence Secretary replied that he would secure 
his release from 1 June and place him on inactive status on his retum 
to the United States. 

14 Apr.—Canada: St Lawrence Seaway. Following a conference 
in Washington attended by President Truman, Mr Acheson, Secretary 
of State, Mr Lester Pearson, Canadian Minister for External Affairs, 
and other U.S. and Canadian officials, Mr Pearson said that the 
President had agreed to join the Canadian Government in a submission 
to the international joint commission regarding power development 01 
the international sector of the St Lawrence which was an integral 
feature of the seaway Canada planned to construct in the absence of 
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Congress approval for an international seaway. The President’s action 

would be without prejudice to any action Congress might take to make 

the international waterway project possible on the basis of the 1941 

ment. 

ws Apr. Steel Dispute. The acting Director of Defence Mobiliza- 
tion announced the collapse of the wage negotiations between the com- 

MS panies and the Steelworkers’ Union which had been initiated by the 

Government on 8 April. 

Japanese Peace Treaty, etc. President Truman signed the 
apanese Peace Treaty and the three security treaties with Australia 
and New Zealand, with Japan, and with the Philippines. 

16 Apr.—Italy. The State Department published an exchange of 
Notes and memoranda with Italy on U.S. trade policy, including an 
Italian Note of 15 January in which the U.S. Government were asked 
to revoke its restrictions on traditional Italian products, such as cheese, 
almonds, and hats, and to prevent any further restrictions on imports of 
Italian goods which would increase the dollar deficit and aggravate 
eonomic and social difficulties in Italy. 

Discussing this exchange at a press conference, Mr Acheson, 
Secretary of State, said: “The dollar gap is as much our problem as that 
of the rest of the world. A big creditor nation which refuses to import 
an never expect to be paid for its exports. If we do not want to lose our 
export markets—and certainly no taxpayer wishes to continue to bear 
the burden of foreign aid indefinitely to enable other nations to buy our 
goods—we must import.’ He pointed out that inconsistencies in U.S. 
policy weakened U.S. leadership, and said: ‘We cannot throw up 
tarriers here while at the same time we urge the destruction of such 
tarriers abroad in the interests of close partnership in the free world.’ 
The United States must co-operate in order to receive the co-operation 
of other nations. 

Moscow Economic Conference. Referring to the conference, Mr 
Acheson said that the Soviet willingness to buy luxury goods and similar 
items was tied to the procurement of goods from the West to build up 
Soviet military strength. The conference had tended to bear out his 
prediction of it, that it was ‘a strategem to lure unsuspecting men of 
me food reputation and to confuse and weaken our unity of purpose’. 

Tunisia. Mr Acheson, explaining the reasons for the U.S. abstention 
m the vote on Tunisia in the Security Council, said that the United 
Sates did not consider that a debate at that particular time was the best 
wy of obtaining a solution. Time should be allowed for negotiations 
tetween the French and Tunisians themselves. 

Japan. The President nominated Mr Murphy to be U.S. Am- 
ussador to Japan. 


URUGUAY. 15 Apr.—The Import Control Board suspended import 
ihdavits from all countries. 


USS.R. 8 Apr.—Moscow International Economic Conference, q.v. 
Soviet-Czech trade agreement (see Czechoslovakia). 
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U.S.S.R. (continued) 

9 Apr.—Cancellation of fine owed by Finland for late reparatiog 
deliveries (see Finland). 

Note to Western Powers on Germany. A Soviet Note in reply tp 
the western Note of 25 March was handed to the envoys of Britain, 
France, and the United States. After repeating the proposals containe 
in the Soviet Note of 10 March, the Note rejected the western propos 
that a United Nations commission should investigate conditions fg 
free elections in Germany as being contradictory to article 107 of the 
U.N. Charter which precluded interference by the United Nations 
in German affairs. It suggested instead that verification of conditions iy 


proposal for a draft peace treaty and that, in submitting various ob- 
jections to the Soviet draft, it had entailed delay which could have been 
avoided through direct four-Power discussion. It declared that the 
Soviet proposal that Germany should undertake not to enter into any 
alliance directed against any Power which had directly participated in 
the war against Germany conformed to the interests of the Occupying 
Powers and Powers neighbouring on Germany and also to German 
interests as well, and contained no impermissible limitation on German 
sovereignty. In regard to the Soviet proposal that Germany should be 
permitted to have her own defence forces, the Note stated that the 
Soviet Government had submitted a similar proposal in the draft peace 
treaty with Japan and that it was inconceivable that Germany should 
be deprived of this right while Japan enjoyed it, and that there was no 
doubt that for the cause of peace the establishment of German defence 
forces was preferable to the establishment in western Germany of 
‘mercenary troops of revanchists under Fascist Hitlerite generals’ who 
were ready to plunge Europe into a third world war. The Note mau- 
tained Soviet insistence that the decisions at Potsdam regarding the 
delimitation of German frontiers were final. It finally repeated the 
Soviet proposal for a four-Power conference to examine a German 
peace treaty and the questions of German unification and an ill 
German Government, and declared that the Soviet Union saw n0 
reason. for further postponement of these issues. 

15 Apr.——Agreement on additional trade with east Germany (:¢ 


Germany). 


YUGOSLAVIA. 13 Apr.—Note of complaint to Italy re espionage 1 
Trieste territory (see Italy). ‘ue 

14 Apr.—tTrieste. About 300,000 persons attended a meeting " 
Belgrade organized by the People’s Front, the trade unions, and other 
mass organizations, to protest against the London talks on Trieste. It 
was the largest of a series staged during the past fortnight in various 
parts of the country. A resolution was passed declaring that Yugoslav 
could not accept decisions made about Trieste without ugoslai 
participation and calling on the western Powers to resist Italian ‘black 
mail’, 


FORTHCOMING EVENTS 


Unesco Executive Board, 29th session, Paris. 

Administrative elections in central and southern Italy and 
in Trieste Zone A. 

Council of Europe Consultative Assembly, Part I, Stras- 
bourg. 

World Health Organization, roth session, Geneva. 

I.L.O. Conference, Geneva. 

Council of Europe Consultative Assembly, Part II, Stras- 
bourg. 
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